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PIERCE COUNTY

TACTICAL OPERATIONS MANUAL

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINE

Water Tender Operations
PURPOSE

The following policy describes the normal response and use of water tender apparatus at fire events. This policy is not intended to limit the IC in the request for or use of tenders assigned to their incident. A water tender may be special called to any incident where required. 

DEFINITIONS

Nurse Tender – 
Usually the first arriving tender which parks smart and remains in position to become the primary water supply to the fire fighting apparatus and is supplied by additional tenders.

Type-I Water Tender-
A tank capacity of not less than 2000 gallons and pump capacity of 300 GPM 


or more.
Type-II Water Tender-
A tank capacity of not less than 1000 gallons and pump capacity of 120 GPM 


or more.
Type-III Water Tender-
A tank capacity of not less than 1000 gallons and pump capacity of at least 50 


GPM.
Refer to Glossary of Terms for all other definitions 
RESPONSIBILITIES

All company officers will use their discretion in calling for water tender assistance and should be alert to areas in their response zones that will require the additional water carried on water tenders. Each department/agency should have in place established rules pertaining to the qualifications of driver/operators and response procedures.  
PROCEDURE

Tenders arriving at incident locations shall report to the Water Supply Officer. In the event a Water Supply Officer has not been established prior to arrival, they shall report to the IC.  The first arriving Water Tender operator should be prepared to assume the Water Supply Officer role if directed by the IC.

Where two or more Water Tenders are in operation, a water shuttle operation should occur with the first arriving tender assuming a nurse tender position when practical.  Consideration of ingress/egress of additional responding units, as well as tender shuttle operations, must occur when positioning apparatus.
Communication between the tender and pumping engine operators is crucial in maintaining adequate water flow when interior firefighting operations are in progress.  Tender operators should report when water tank levels fall to one-half tank and again at one-quarter tank.
LEVEL I and LEVEL II

In most incidents involving tender shuttle operations, responding Tenders by-pass staging areas and report direct to scene or as directed by the IC or Water Supply Officer.

